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Fon mone profitable opeuting hows 


LUFKIN marine designs feature Sykes precision generated | 


herringbone gears throughout... mounted in heavy duty 
split housings... for the ultimate in quiet dependable : 
operation... marine reduction gears, reverse reduction gears | 
and geared compounds ...a wide range of models 
: from 450 HP to 2590 HP and standard ratios up to 5 to 1 : 


maximum ...cutterhead reduction gears... 


in-line vertical offset from 100 HP to 1200 HP. 


On your next application, check the design 
advantages of LUFKIN . .. call or write 


LUFKIN Coles Offices 


FOUNDRY & MACHINE CO. 1408 C & | Life Bldg. 
Plant & ee-WiN-TAch Im Ohaana-es Houston 2, Texas 
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HES cth The BEST give:; 


you Economy to.! 


3-CUTTER 
ROCK BITS 


When you figure economy in terms of results 
obtained per dollar spent, you’ll find that H. C, 
Smith Rock Bits are right up front. For many 
drillers can tell you that they make more hole — 


Q Ve A Y bi f faster and straighter — with H. C. Smith Bits. 
the hoot There are good reasons why! 


COMPACT BODY DESIGN gives H. C. Smith Bits 
greater clearance between bit and hole wall... 
more room for return circulation to sweep away 
bit cuttings. Bit teeth stay on bottom, making 
hole, not just grinding up cuttings. That's 
economy in time! 


ADVANCED ENGINEERING 

AND QUALITY-CONTROL — the finest in the 
industry, with steel to our own specifications 
—make H. C. Smith Bits the toughest and 
strongest you can buy. That’s economy in long life! 


PROVEN EFFICIENCY — because all H. C. Smith 
Bit patterns are field-tested, field-proven in a 
wide variety of drilling conditions, before you 
ever get them. That’s economy in operation! 


H. C. SMITH 3-CUTTER JET ROCK BITS 
ALSO FEATURE THE NEW REPLACE- 
ABLE THREADED FLOW NOZZLE — THE 
ONLY 3-CUTTER BITS TO PROVIDE THIS 
IMPORTANT OPERATING ADVANTAGE. 


For long life, efficiency and freedom from 
trouble, you can’t do better than H. C. Smith 
Rock Bits. 
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OLD BASEBALL PARK DRILLING 


UNDER MUNICIPAL CONSIDERATION 


Shades of the halcyon days of the 
diamond sport at Fairfax avenue and 
Beverly boulevards are plans drawn 
to revamp famous old Gilmore field, 
the former home of the Hollywood 
Stars baseball teams of a day gone 
by, for the possible development of 
oil. 

A. F. Gilmore Company has made 
its ideas in this direction obvious 


by filing an application with the 
City of Los Angeles on 108 acres 


bounded by Third and Gardner 
streets and Fairfax and Beverly. 

The company either owns or con- 
trols about 88 per cent of the area 
and probably would drill its first 
well in the southeast corner of the 
old diamond, provided the civic 
green light is given. 

Shell Work 

Twelve years ago or so, Shell Oil 
Company drilled a relatively deep 
test several blocks south of the park 
and in so doing evidently missed a 
worthwhile sand. It is interesting 
to recall that the ball park and terri- 
tory all-around once was the scene 
of relatively shallow wells. They 
were given up during the first seri- 
ous advance of business and residen- 
tial properties in the district and be- 
fore any thought had been given to 
the existence of deeper zones. The 
bal! park property is only about two 
miles west and a little south of Para- 
mount Studios, the scene of an im- 
portant slant drilling play by Union 
C:i Company. 

Elysian Park 
Another point of drilling interest 
the Silverlake and Elysian Park 
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areas where a drilling district has 
been established on 558 acres, 
bounded by Echo Park and Bellevue 
avenues and Scott and Micheltorena 
streets. 

North and east from the intersec- 
tion of Second street and Juanita 
avenue in the Temple-Vermont dis- 
trict, Texam Oil Corporation and 
Guiberson & Burke are preparing to 
drill a 6000-foot test. Contractor is 
Fred Johnson Drilling Company. 

West Los Angeles 

Well under way is Signal Oil and 
Gas Company’s first exploratory 
test in West Los Angeles at the 
Hillcrest Country Club. The well, 
Signal-Richfield Community No. 1, 
is being drilled directionally from a 
hidden site on Hillcrest to a bottom- 
hole location underlying the residen- 
tial area. 

Signal is the actual operator for 
itself and Richfield Oil Corporation 
on leases embracing the private golf 
course and adjacent residential land. 
Signal has plans drawn for drilling 
wells from the same site to be 
bounded by the confines of the club. 

The two companies, which hold 
joint interest in the 144-acre club 
lease and in the 40-acre residential 
lease, also have been granted a lease 
by the City of Los Angeles on the 
municipally-owned Rancho Golf 
Course, comprising 120 acres im- 
mediately west of Hillcrest. Signal 
is preparing to drill a second wild- 
cat at Rancho. 

Fully Soundproof 

Signal is using a completely 

soundproof drilling tower at Hill- 


crest. Redesigned carefully by top 
architects to simplify its outlines, 
the covered tower has been skill- 
fully painted nine different colors, 
which blend from sky-blue at the 
top to foilage-green at the bottom. 
When wells are completed at Hill- 
crest and Rancho, the drill towers 
will be taken away and all pumping 
apparatus placed underground. 

Hudson Gas & Oil Company of 
Shreveport will drill a wildcat test 
on the Los Angeles Country Club 
property, just outside the city limits 
of Beverly Hills. Wilshire Country 
Club, a few miles easterly, is under- 
stood mulling over leasing a portion 
of its property. 


Years Ahead 

The years ahead are likely to 
record one of the California petro- 
leum industry’s most interesting 
chapters as urban drilling and devel- 
opment extend throughout the Los 
Angeles and adjoining areas in a 
style hardly noticeable to residents 
and the normal course of every day 
life. The pattern of oil work has 
come a long, long way to a point 
of veritable perfection. 


API Refining 
Registers High 

Registrations for the recent 23rd 
midyear meeting of the division of re- 
fining of the American Petroleum In- 
stitute in Los Angeles totaled 1726. 
Registrations at last year’s meeting in 
Philadelphia totaled 1848, while the 
all-time high stands at 1902, which 
was set in Houston in 1954. 
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Some Drilling Preliminaries 


The story of oil well drilling 
can never be quite completely 
told. Technological experts and 
historians have tackled separate 
phases and each has brought 
out interesting facets of the 
total picture, but there is still 
no dearth of material for addi- 
tional tellings. That is at least 
one excuse for this particular 
version. Another is that the au- 
thor, being neither expert nor 
technological, is not at all likely 
to follow the trail of any prior 
narrator but on the contrary is 
almost certain to meander off 
into areas of speculation and re- 
cital that have either not yet 
been probed or have been stu- 
diously ignored by the more ra- 
tionalistic writers. 


The Penetrating Yen 


Drilling for oil is a fascinating en- 
terprise from which few operators, 
having once been snared, have ever 
been known to escape. It doesn’t 
matter whether or not the victim’s 
first effort is successful, following 
the initial exposure he becomes in- 
curably afflicted with the penetrat- 
ing yen. Thenceforth, he bores holes 
in the ground with feverish intensity 
in the hope of getting more money 
to bore more holes and become more 
feverishly intensive. Should his first 
try bring him a dry hole and a de- 
pleted exchequer, he will spend the 
rest of his days and ruin the rest of 
his nights trying to scare up the 
wherewithal to continue. He may 
never strike oil and he may lose lots 
of shekels and sleep in his efforts to 
find it, but he will certainly not give 
up the search for, from no place does 
hope spring quite so eternal as from 
the breast of an oil prospector. 


The Origin of “Drill” 

But, before proceeding further 
along this line, it might be in- 
teresting to note that the verb 
“drill” appears to be descended 
from the old Anglo-Saxon thrill, 





and 
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“to pierce, to bore,” or to 
“make a passageway through.” 
It remains with us today in 
“nostril,” originally ‘‘nose 
thrill,” meaning in the language 
of the literati, “a passageway 
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LINGO 


through the schnozzola.” «ur 
modern “thrill” is the orig: al 
root unchanged, so next tme 
the boss tells you that you are 
about to receive an increase in 
salary, display a little ingenuity 
and ejaculate in surprised tories, 
“Gee! Am I pierced!” 


The Changing Lingo 

It is difficult to understand why 
a change of this kind should take 
place, affecting one usage of a word 
and leaving another unaltered, but 
that’s the way it goes in the ever 
shifting tide of language formation. 
The switch from “thrill” to “drill” 
was perhaps occasioned by the fact 
that many people were unable to 
voice the “th” sound, and others 
were simply careless in their enun- 
ciation of it. Eventually, thus, the 
mispronunciation became so wide- 
spread that it was given the seal of 
approval and adopted into the vo- 
cabulary by the lexicological sharp- 
ies. This, of course, fails miserably 
to explain why we still retain 
“thrill” in several related senses, and 
why our daily speech is liberally 
sprinkled with vocables that have 
the “th” couplet in them. As a mat- 
ter of fact this entire piece of rumin- 
ation is waxing illogical to the point 
of embarrassment. It begins to ap- 
pear, indeed, that the slumbering 
canines should have been permitted 
to remain in a horizontal position. 
After. all, who cares whether a well 
is thrilled or drilled so long as it 
produces a profitable emission of 
black gold or ebony mazoola, as it 
is sometimes known. 


Still Evolving 

Besides, it could very well be 
that we are at the present mo- 
ment in the course of an evolu- 
tionary change in the “th” 
words that just hasn’t gone all 
the way yet. The “Deadend 
Kids” with their abandoned use 
of “dis” and “dat,” and “dese” 
“dose,” are concrete evidence of 
this linguistic trend, and petro- 
leum people find a peculiar per- 


CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD 





t+ 


GUIBERSON’S FULL RANGE 
of High and Low Pressure, Quick Change 


1,000 Ib. test 
2,000 Ib. test 


Bo ork 





Quick and easy to make or break, Guiber- 


rs Meleole) ib. test son’s Unions are ideal for a multitude 
of uses... give a positive, leakproof seal, 
= elele) ib. test with minimum upkeep. Guiberson’s low 
pressure unions 1” through 10” sizes 
| oO melee j b. test have metal to metal seats, feature a con- 
1 5 relele) i o t ee a= | venient 3-lug wing nut. 
bal oe 
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ue 2a a od al 


High pressure unions are 
made in 1” through 4” sizes. 
6,000 lIb., 10,000 Ib. and 
15,000 Ib. unions incorporate 


the pressure-molded 
Seal-O-Matic Ring. All 
high pressure unions 


are forged steel. Cy) 
a te =: 
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. Like fine- 


precision machinery, 


pipe 


slotted with uniform, 


fine-precision slots will 


give more efficient service 


over a longer period 


1 Offic rance 


FAirfax 8 


For Prompt, Efficient Service 


FAirview 2-4390 Taft 


Miller 3-5959 Coalinga 


versity in the insistence of these 
same lads that what we call 
“oil” is “earl” and what we call 
“an earl” is “an oil.” Getting 
back on the fairway, however, 
there is no doubt that Colonel 
Drake and his right-hand man, 
Billy Smith, were the initiators 
of the oil well drilling business, 
in the United States at least. 
Billy and a number of other op- 
erators had bored down into the 
subsurface in search of salt wa- 
ter prior to 1859 but when the 
Drake-Smith venture was 
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Pacific SLOTTED PIPE 
gives you postive protection 


against most sand problems* 
& provides maximum oil production 


‘ Pacific “Keystone” Slots are under- 
cut to prevent sand grains from 
bridging in the slot. Fine-precision, 
extremely close tolerances main- 
tained in Pacific’s slotting process 


| b gh = 
Parcthte) ccrconnrn 
Main Office and Plant nce, C 


of time. 
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produces uniform slots that assure 
an even flow the full length of each 
slot. Pacific Slotted Pipe maintains 
its efficiency longer and gives you 
a greater return on your investment. 





Bring your sand problems 


to Pacific 


G CO, INC. 


alifornia 


*For contro! of severe sand 
conditions we recommend 
the use of Pacific Gravel 


In Pack Liners. 


Taft 5-4426 
Coalinga 6-J 


spudded at Titusville, Penn- 
sylvania in May of that year, 
it marked the first time that 
any individual or organization 
had drilled with machinery for 
the specific purpose of finding 
oil. 
Of Spuds and Bits 
“Spudding” is a term that signifies 
the start of drilling operations. It 
has been argued that it applies prop- 
erly and solely to cable-tool drilling, 
but the etymology of the word 
would indicate that it merely means 
“digging.” It probably emanates 


from the same root as “spac ° be. 
cause “spuds” were in comm: 1 use 
for a variety of digging fu: tions 
long before Colonel Drake wa: ‘orp, 
And here it should be observe _ that 
the petroleum industry until com- 
paratively recently practiced only 
two general methods of oi! well 
drilling, known as cable-too and 
rotary. In the cable-tool syst: :n of 
which the Drake-Smith wel! is a 
classic example, the drilling «it is 
raised and dropped continucusly, 
and literally smashes its way 
through the-rock strata by percus- 
sion. “Bit,” incidentally, is from the 
‘Anglo-Saxon ‘bitan, and is just “a 
thing that bites.” In the rotary sys- 
tem, now the greatly preponderant 
choice of the industry, the bit, as 
the name indicates, is rotated—by 
means of a turntable, and cuts its 
way through the earth like an 
auger! 


Augers and Such 


This word, by the way should 
really be “nauger” but one of 
our more careless ancestors 
took the “n” off and tacked it 
on the article “a,” since when, 
instead of “a nauger” it has 
been “an auger.” It is also from 
the Anglo-Saxon and means a 
boring device, or bit, attached 
at the center of a wheel. It is 
not improbable that some in- 
ventive soul in the dim past 
affixed a bit to the hub of a 
wheel and so improvised one of 
our earliest drilling machines. It 
has already been noted that 
much progress in industry is the 
result of men’s efforts to reduce 
the amount of work required of 
them. That objective is of 
course, only one of the stimuli 
(plural of Latin stimulus, “a 
goad”). There are many. An- 
other is education or natural 
ability in the art of logic. This 
affects people with a perpetual 
disquiet, and they are never al- 
together happy with things as 
they are, or the status quo as 
this condition is entitled in 
political speeches and technical 
reports. 


The Endless Search 


Even when a substantial advance 
in method is made, the logicians 
merely regard it as a step towards 
another advance. Having once ac- 
quired an understanding of any 
particular process, they begin im- 
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MILLION DOLLAR DIVE... 


Orr Ca.irorni a geologist-frogman dives deep 
to the ocean floor in search of petroleum-bearing 
rock for Texaco. 

If successful, America’s oil reserves may be 
richer by millions of barrels. 

On five continents Texaco oil explorers are using 
aerial surveys, artificial earthquakes, soil analysis 


and other methods to locate more oil to satisfy 
the ever-increasing world demand. 

This work is just one phase of Texaco’s multi- 
million dollar program to produce more and finer 
petroleum products for the transportation, rubber, 
petrochemicals and plastics industries...an invest- 
ment in the future. 


THE TEXAS COMPANY 


Progress ...at your service 
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mediately to envision adaptations, 
improvements, and innovations, and 
they can’t rest content until they 
have thoroughly explored the pos- 
sibility of materializing their dreams. 
These are the scientific probers and 
when enough of them are assembled 
under the direction of competent 
executive leadership, we have that 
consortium of organized curiosity, 
known as a research department. 
This spirit of search and inquiry had 
been responsible for great changes 
in oil recovery tools and techniques 
down the years. It is rather certain 
that the first accumulations of petro- 
leum were skimmed from the sur- 
faces of ponds or simply scopped up 
from shallow ground depressions. 
When the more acquisitive 
searchers began to dig pits and tun- 
nels in the hope of increasing the 
supply, they did their mining with 
picks, shovels and with plain old 
personal heave-ho as the prime 
mover. Inevitably, however, 
machines were improvised to fur- 
nish digging power, so that the im- 
provisor would have more time to 
devote to the important matters of 
hunting and fishing. 


Drilling Systems 

For some time after the com- 
pletion of the Drake Well, 
steam driven cable-tool rigs 
were employed exclusively. 
Then about 1900 the rotary drill 
began to take over and at the 
present time something over 
80% of all oil wells are rotary 
drilled. Cable-tools are still used 
in certain areas where sub- 
surface strata are broken up, 
have large cavernous openings 
or fissures, or are excessively 
porous, and would thus make 
impossible continuous circula- 
tion of drilling fluids as required 
in the rotary system. They are 
used occasionally also under 
certain circumstances to bring 
in the last few feet of a rotary 
hole. More recently there has 
been increasing experimenta- 
tion with other drilling meth- 
ods, notably percussion in a 
wide range of frequencies, com- 
binations of these with rotary, 
and a variety of bottom hole 
procedures, most important of 
which is turbo-drilling. It has 
been reported that a high per- 
centage of Russia’s currently 
completed wells are turbo- 
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drilled, but few reports coming 
out of Russia at the present 
time are even lightly tinctured 
with accuracy, so you can ac- 
cept or reject this report as you 
please. 


The Derrick 


In the prevalent methods of drill- 
ing one of the most essential units 
in the total equipment assembly is 
that tall framework, the derrick, 
which provides support for the tools, 
and an appropriate means of stack- 
ing pipe when it is being run out 
or in the hole. “Derrick” was ac- 
tually the name of a hangman at 
Tyburn, England, who made such 
effective use of a similar device for 
suspending the animation of divers 
infamous characters that it was 
named in his honor. The name has 
been applied to such contraptions 
ever since, regardless of whether 
they are used to hang criminals or 
tools. For a considerable number of 
years, all derricks were made of 
wood, and there are many of the 
wooden structures still standing. On 
the other hand, many have fallen, 
victims of storm-winds and other 
destructive elements. Some, believe 
it or not, have been razed by wood- 
peckers. In certain areas of Cali- 
fornia, and no doubt other parts of 
the country, the timbers in a number 
of the older derricks have been so 
thoroughly stuffed with acorns by 
thrifty woodpeckers that they have 
collapsed from sheer lack of static 
strength. 


How it Happened 


The disintegration has been 
aided considerably by rains 
swelling the acorns and slowly 
weakening the structural mem- 
bers. At the same time, of 
course, Woody Woodpecker has 
steadily become more expert in 
the art of -arborial excavation, 
and, finally, the combination of 
boring birds, thirsty acorns, 
water, and winds, have exacted 
their inexorable toll. Poor 
Woody’s number is about up, 
however, and future generations 
of these oilfield scansorialists 
(“climbing birds” from Latin 
scansor, “to climb”) will either 
have to evolve chrome-vana- 
dium-steel bills, or go back to 
the trees. Practically all der- 
ricks are now fabricated from 
metals against which the beak 
of a foolhardy woodpecker 


would be bashed flatter th 
roustabout’s wallet on the 
before payday. 


The Early Ones 


The derrick used by C: 
Drake was a wooden affair 
of pine poles cut from nearby 
and fabricated right on th: 
where it was to be used. It 
mere 30 feet high and if there had 
been any thought of moving it to | 
a second well after completing the” 
first, which is doubtful, it could” 
probably have been comfortably 
transported on an outsize wheel. © 
barrow. All the early derricks, in” 
deed, were small, and were made of © 
wood. The old time drillers were 
fairly generally convinced that wood — 
had a much-to-be-desired “spring” — 
or “give” that was lacking in steel, 
However, some of the more liberal 
minded were willing to concede that 
where lumber was too costly or was 
altogether unavailable, steel struc- 
tures might be used with some 
measure of success. 


More Depths Bigger Derricks 

In the meantime, as wells 
have reached farther and farther 
down into the earth and engi- 
neering principles have been 
brought to bear on the contin- 
gent problems, derricks have 
changed in character. The old 
pine structures that were fash- 
ioned and assembled at the well 
site have gradually given way 
to factory built steel towers, 
some as high as 190 feet capable 
of bearing loads of 100 tons or 
more, and mostly having a 
marked degree of mobility. 
Many can be quickly and auto- 
matically raised and lowered by 
integrated hydraulic or other 
power, and are self-propelling 
so that having finished one 
drilling project, they, by their 
own power, can be moved, with 
all their accessory equipment, 
tools, and other essentials, in 
single or the minimum pack- 
ages, to a new location. Need- 
less to say, modern steel der- 
ricks are built to withstand 
winds of hurricane proportions 
and have a general safety factor 
that permits their subjection to 
prodigious stresses. Those used 
in offshore drilling have to be 
especially stable since in addi- 
tion to enduring normal land 
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COnbitatton 


for BETTER primary cementing... 


..» BAKER CASING CENTRALIZERS to provide clearance 
for a uniform body of cement around the casing—and BAKER 
WALL SCRATCHERS to scratch away the mud cake and 
expose the formation for better bonding of the cement. 


EFFECTIVE CENTERING 
BAKER CASING CENTRALIZERS have a balanced com- 
bination of proper spring /ength, and proper bowed height to 
provide EFFECTIVE CENTERING FORCE over the entire area to 
be cemented. And each spring is pre-tested and pre-set to 
ensure having this Vital Centering Force at the cementing point 
regardless of depth or hole deviations. 


CONTROLLED SCRATCHING 

BAKER WALL SCRATCHERS perform a “Controlled” 
scratching job because the wires remain close against the casing 
while running in the hole and do not damage the vital filter cake 
on the way down the hole. Only when the actual “wall scratch- 
ing operation” is commenced, do the overlapping wires 
(mounted in a strong DOUBLE shell) go to work scratching 
away the mud sheath and exposing the formation for far better 
bonding of the cement. 


AVAILABLE IN EXACT TYPE AND SIZE REQUIRED 
Baker Casing Centralizers are available in either the hinged 
(Model “H” HINGE-LOK, Product No. 9113, illustrated) or 
slip-on (Model “G”, Product No. 910-G) models, each with a 
complete range of spring-bowed heights for each casing OD— 








Baker Model “H-25” 
Hinge-Lok 
Casing Centralizer 
Product No. 9113 
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iy one exactly right for most casing clearance programs. Baker 
th Model “C” Wall Scratchers are also available in either the 


NS 
\ 
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\ hinged (Model “C” HINGE-LOK, Product No. 900-C, illus- 
trated) or slip-on (Model “C” Solid Ring, Product No. 901-C) 
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models with your choice of 22-inch (C-25) or 4%-inch 


Boker iene Fate (C-45) scratcher wires. Ask your Baker Representative about 
Wall Scratcher 


preaerts tees this outstanding combination for better primary cementing. 


BAKER OIL TOOLS, INC. @ HOUSTON e LOS ANGELES @ NEW YORK 
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NEW LIFE FOR YOUR WELL... 





HALLIBURTON CHEMICALS 


HYDROCHLORIC ACID 


Hydrochloric Acid is most effectively 
used in the treatment of limestone and 
dolomite formations to improve per- 
meability. The reaction products are 
soluble, permitting the removal of the 
dissolved limestone or dolomite in the 
spent acid solution. Specific non-emul- 
sifying agents are mixed with the acid, 
when necessary, to prevent the forma- 
tion of viscous emulsions. 

Hydrochloric Acid is also used as the 
base fluid of Halliburton Acidfrac and 
in conjunction with other fracturing 
services. 


If oil or gas is there, a Halliburton Acidizing Servic 
will help you to maximum recovery. 


In thousands of wells, Halliburton Acidizing Services 
have started new production and revived old production, 
by improving permeability, removing mud cake and 
breaking water and emulsion blocks. 


Halliburton puts the industry’s most effective chemical 
weapons against production barriers to work in your 
well, augmented by specifically designed, highly efficient 
tools. Experienced and trained field personnel, familiar 
with formation problems, skillfully apply these tools and 
chemicals for maximum recovery results. 


Get all the benefits that only modern chemistry and 
physics can give to your well. Specify Halliburton. . . the 
world’s most experienced service organization...for your 
acidizing needs! 





~AND TOOLS... 
KEYS TO HELP | OPEN LOCKED DEPOSITS OF OIL 


HALLIBURTON’S “HV’’ ACID 


Halliburton’s “HV” (High Viscosity) 
Acid inherently delays reaction until the 
solution is at a greater distance from 
the well bore, with a resulting larger 
well drainage area. A comparable 
volume of Halliburton’s “HV” Acid 
may cover from 4 to 9 times the drain- 
age area of ordinary acid. Extremely 
useful for temporarily plugging highly 
permeable sections of well bore in old 
wells or those previously acidized... 
which diverts following non-emulsify- 
ing acid to other zones... thus opening 
up new drainage channels. 
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HALLIBURTON’S ACID FORMATION CLEANER 


Use Halliburton’s Acid Formation Cleaner to wash potentially 
productive zones with fast-acting acid before testing, to minimize 
hole damage caused during the drilling process. Especially valuable 
in areas where zones of very low formation pressure can be blocked 
by mud filter cake alone. 








HALLIBURTON’S MCA (Mud Cleanout Agent) 


Through the use of Halliburton’s MCA, nat- 
ural oil or gas flow channels may be re-opened, 
and on cement jobs, cement is more firmly bonded 
to formations. If normal permeability has been 
plugged by mud cake or if mud is lost in the 
formation crevices and flow channels, an exclu- 
sive chemical constituent in MCA aids in soften- 
ing and dispersing the mud for easier removal. 





HALLIBURTON’S ‘‘HM" PACKER 


This versatile, rugged packer can be set again and again for treat- 
ing different horizons at any point in the well... Proper segregation 
of the zone to be treated is efficiently accomplished. The “HM” 
(Hydro-Mechanical) Packer is just one of a wide range of Halliburton 
packers, research-developed to combine dependable performance, 
easy operation and time-saving versatility. 





HALLIBURTON’S ‘Fe’? ACID 


Primarily designed to prevent abnormal 
amounts of dissolved iron from precipitating 
Pi after the hydrochloric acid is spent. Holds iron 
Cleaner in solution, prohibits formation of a reddish- 
brown sludge which can act as a plugging agent 

in permeable channels. 


“Fe” Acid is more applicable to treatments 
in water flooding or disposal wells... used to re- 
move accumulated iron from the water or after 
acid reaction with rusty pipe, and then deposited 
at or near the well bore as hydroxides or oxide 
mixtures... where it reduces the input of water 
at previous pressures. 





HALLIBURTON CHEMICAL SERVICES 


HALLIBURTON OIL WELL CEMENTING COMPANY, DUNCAN, OKLAHOMA 


NEW LIFE FOR YOUR WELL...WITH ACIDIZING “HM" Packer 
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hazards, they must stand 
staunch against the unpredict- 
able fury of the seas. 


The Cellar 

Drilling was long carried on with 
the working machinery set at 
ground level and the derrick floor 
placed over a deep cellar. This lat- 
ter housed, among other things, a 
device known as “a blow out pre- 
venter” that is now used on all wells 
to keep a potentially unruly one 
from coming in out of control. In 
other words to prevent what is com- 
monly called “a gusher.” Despite 
popular opinion, oil men don’t like 
gushers. They would much rather 
have their oil flowing quietly into 
tanks than spilling extravagantly 
over the landscape. The deep cellar 
is now pretty much a thing of the 
past and derricks are built on a sub- 
structure that raises the floor from 
seven to twenty feet above the 
ground. This arrangement provides 
two separate working levels with 
space enough between them to fur- 
nish the equivalent of a cellar, in 
which the blowout preventer, sun- 
dry valves, and sometimes even the 
mud tanks, are installed. 


The Constant Change 

Just what mud has to do with 
drilling oil wells, will be dis- 
cussed later, but for the moment 
a few more words about der- 
ricks: The manufacturing engi- 
neers who design them and the 
operating engineers who put 
them to use are closer than a 
pair of Caledonian crofters. The 
big structures, thus, are con- 
stantly being modified and adap- 
ted to meet changing conditions 
occasioned by deeper drilling, 
the insistent call for shorter rig- 
up and take-down time, and the 
general striving for easier and 
speedier mobility. So now we 
have derricks that can be folded 
or telescoped into small enough 
compass for over-the-road 
transport; derricks that are 
mounted on barges and move 
about at sea like huge battle- 
ships; and derricks that are 
flown in big cargo planes or 
helicopters to the most inacces- 
sible land areas. There are small 
derricks, too, used for drilling 
shallow wells, for performing 
remedial and service work, for 
subsurface coring and for a 
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variety of useful oilfield tasks. 
Whether they are big or little 
and regardless of what their 
function may be, they are the 
increasing targets of the insati- 
able researchers, who refuse to 
concede the possibility of per- 
fection, yet consume their ener- 
gies and talents in an endless 
effort to attain it. 


The Fourble Board 


High in the uppermost reaches of 
the derrick is a platform variously 
known as the “fourble” board, the 
monkey shelf, and the attic. This is 
the perch of the pipe racker or der- 
rickman, one of whose functions is 
to guide the top ends of the pipe 
into or out of the stacking area, 
depending on what operation is in 
progress. A “fourble” is simply four 
joints of pipe or tubing. A “thrible” 
is three joints, and there you have 
the reason for the tall derricks. A 
modern well may penetrate as much 
as 20,000 feet into the earth and at 
best it takes a long time to bring 
five miles of pipe and tools up to 
the surface. It would take a lot 
longer, however, if the drilling crew 


feplt 
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Field Tests PROVE that STITT oil-field-engi- 
neered New Triple Ignitors hold gap settings 
longer — magneto points last longer — cut 
“down time,” to give long-life performance. 
Stitts save real dollars per engine per year. 
To get better service from your engines— 
regardless of make—send for FREE 

Pocket Catalog and Application 

Chart that specifies the RIGHT 

plug for all your engines, and 

Field Test Reports. 


582 


STITT IGNITION CO. 


Dept. CO Columbus, Ohio 


had to disconnect every joi:' jn- 
stead of every third or fourth: 
as it does now. 


Joints and Strings 


In shallower wells, of cou: 
where shorter derricks can ' 
satisfactorily used, pipe m:* 
even be made up in douk = 
(two joints). Such made-up s«< 
tions, regardless of the num!:< 
of joints included, are co:n- 
monly called “stands,” and thie 
entire assembly, including the 
attached tools, is known as a 
“string.” Thus, when a field 
man speaks of the drilling 
string, he means the continuity 
of drilling tools and pipe from 
the bit at the bottom of the hole 
to the actuating mechanism at 
the top. From his place on the 
fourble board the derrickman 
muscles the stands into place, 
with certain aids that will be 
described later, until the entire 
string is neatly stacked, some- 
times in a special, built-in bulge, 
but in any instance to one side 
where it will be temporarily out 
of the way. The individual 
stands weigh as much as a ton 
apiece and when operations are 
in progress there is no time for 
lost motion, so besides being a 
husky, the derrickman must be 
fast and accurate. Should he 
slip, he won’t be dashed to 
pieces on the derrick floor, a 
hundred feet, more or less be- 
low, because around his waist 
a wide leather belt is firmly 
secured. This is attached by a 
stout cable to one of the der- 
rick members and will permit 
him to drop a mere few feet, 
consequently to be more em- 
barrassed than hurt. It wasn’t 
always like that, however, if 
we are to believe the story of 
the erudite safety supervisor of 
earlier times, who, after an attic 
hand had tumbled from his 
shelf, reported that the un- 
fortunate fellow died of “ab- 
normally rapid deceleration.” 





Orland Wildcat 
Moving On Down 

On the way toward objective 
depth of 7500 feet is Brazos Oil & 
Gas Company’s Brazos-Union-Fer- 
ris No. 1 wildcat on Section 1-21n- 


3w and five miles northwest of the 
Ord Bend gas field. 
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Tidewater Elects Staples 
Chairman, Getty President 
David T. Staples was elected 
Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of Tidewater Oil Company. Suc- 
ceeding him as President is George 
F. Getty II, who advances from his 
previous post as Vice President and 


David T. Staples 


George F. Getty II 


SEC IND ISSUE, MAY, 1958 


General Manager of the company’s 
Eastern Division. 

These management changes, 
which are effective immediately, 
were announced to shareholders at- 
tending the annual meeting held at 
the company’s Delaware Refinery. 

Tideyater’s new President entered 
the petroleum industry in 1947 as an 
independent oil operator. He served 
as manager of the Saudi Arabian 
Division of Pacific Western Oil 
Corporation (now Getty Oil Com- 
pany) in 1949 and 1950, manager 
of its Mid-Continent Division in 
1952 and Executive Vice President 
and Director in 1955. 

During the 1953-55 period he 
served as Vice President and Di- 
rector of Spartan Aircraft Company, 
Tulsa, and as President of its sub- 
sidiaries, Minnehoma Financial 
Company and Minnehoma Insur- 
ance Company. He was first elected 
to the Tidewater Board two years 
ago, at which time he became Vice 
President and General Manager of 
its Eastern Division. 

Born in Los Angeles, Getty at- 
tended Princeton University until 
he enlisted in the army in 1942. 
Commissioned a Second Lieutenant 
in the Infantry in 1944, he served in 
the Philippines, Malaya and Japan. 
He was awarded the Army Com- 
mendation Ribbon for his service 
as a War Crimes Investigator in 
the Far East. 

He and Mrs. Getty, the former 
Gloria Alice Gordon, of Denver, are 
the parents of three daughters. 


J. B. Gibson, W. F. Ewart 
Promoted in J&L Tube Sales 

Two new appointments have been 
announced in the Tubular Products 
Division of Jones & Laughlin Steel 
Corporation. The announcement 
was made by John E. Timberlake, 
J&L’s Vice President-Sales. 

Joe B. Gibson, 1814 Vollmer Dr., 
Glenshaw, Pa., formerly Special Re- 
presentative-Line Pipe Products, 


has been promoted to Assistant 
Manager, Tubular Products. 


William F. Ewart, 4234 Parkman 
Avenue, Oakland, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
has been promoted to Administra- 
tive Assistant-Tubular Products. 
Mr. Ewart formerly was a Junior 
Salesman in J&L’s Baltimore, Md., 
Sales Office. 


Mr. Gibson, a native of Pauls Val- 
ley, Okla., attended schools there. 
He also attended Mississippi Uni- 
versity, Oxford, Miss., and gradu- 
ated from Oklahoma A&M with a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Busi- 
ness Administration in 1949, 

He joined the J&L Supply Divi- 
sion as a Storeman at Shreveport, 
La., in November, 1949, and, follow- 
ing a series of promotions, was 
named Sales Office Manager at the 
Supply Division’s Chicago, IIl., of- 
fice in February, 1954. He was pro- 
moted to Special Representative- 
Line Pipe Projects, in April, 1955. 

Mr. Ewart, a native of Pittsburgh, 
attended schools there and was 
graduated from Princeton Univer- 
sity, Princeton, N. J., in 1952 with a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Liberal 
Arts. He since has completed sev- 
eral courses at the University of 
Pittsburgh and the University of 
Baltimore. 

Shortly after graduation, he joined 
J&L as a Sales Trainee in the Sales 
Training Program. Following com- 
pletion of the training program in 
April, 1954, he was appointed a 
Beginner Salesman in the Baltimore 
District and later promoted to 
Junior Salesman in the same ter- 
ritory. 


Howard W. Dougherty, Book Cliffs 
Oil & Gas Company president, has 
been named to the board of regents of 
St. Mary’s College at Santa Rosa. He 
was appointed as one of 13 California 
businessmen named by college presi- 
dent, Brother S. Albert, FSC, and the 
board of trustees. 
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The above snapshot was an audience participation act: from left to right: Bernie Paul- 
son, Sunray Mid-Continent Oil Company; Charlie Sevey, Southern California Gas Com- 
pany; Ed Reps, Southern Counties Gas Company; Phil Wendell, Douglas Aircratt. 


Meter Association Holds 
Annual Hi-Jinks 

The Southern California Meter 
Association held its annual Hi-Jinks 
May 10th at the Rio Hondo Golf 
Course. The party was well at- 
tended by some 300 guests who en- 
joyed a very tasty and tender steak 
dinner topped off with a most en- 
joyable floor show under the super- 
vision of the entertainment commit- 
tee, Lou Delaney, American Meter 


Company, Les Kimball, Southern 
Counties Gas Company, and Bruno 
Bohnhardt, Southern California Gas 
Company. 


The golf tournament was headed 
up by Colby McKinney, Southern 
Counties Gas Company and Ed 
Funke, Southern California Gas 
Company and the winner of the 
S.C.M.A. perpetual trophy was Les 
Padfeld, Rockwell Manufacturing 
Company. 





Death Takes Jim Durkee 

The recent death of J. T. “Jim” 
Durkee, comptroller, treasurer, and 
director, of General Petroleum Cor- 
poration, brought to a close the in- 
teresting career of one of Cali- 
fornia’s best known and best loved 
oil men. Born in Omaha, Nebraska, 
Jim was graduated from the Dart- 
mouth & London School of Eco- 
nomics and Political Science, and 
began his attachment to the petro- 
leum industry as a laborer with 
General Petroleum at Vernon in 
1919. It wasn’t long thereafter, how- 
ever, until his fine personality and 
undoubted talents attracted atten- 
tion, and through a long series of 
well earned promotions, he event- 
ually was elevated to the important 
post of comptroller. In 1953 he was 
named treasurer and elected a mem- 


Page 14 





James T. Durkee 


ber of the Board of Direct: ‘s, anq 
up to the time of his sudden ‘emise 
had played a major role in he or. 
ganization of his company’s extep. 


sive accounting system, as_ ell as 
the executive administratio: of al] 
related affairs and interests. 

For many years he was ac ‘ive in 
the Petroleum Accountants © ociety 


of Los Angeles, the Control: rs In- 
stitute of America, and the F ‘nance 
& Accounting Division of A!’l, and 
was widely recognized as an a:ithor- 
ity in his field. During the first 
world war, he was a member of the 
famed 42nd Division and _ served 
with distinction in France and Ger- 
many. He had a rare facility in the 
art of getting along with people and 
was himself a thoroughly likable 
person. It was our privilege to know 
him intimately for the past decade 
and we found his friendship some- 
thing to treasure. As a popular 
member of the Los Angeles Petro- 
leum Club he was a regular lunch 
time habitue of the domino tables 
where his infallible good humor and 
imperturbable good nature made 
him an always pleasant and pleasing 
contender. 


He resided at 1935 Edgewood 
Drive, South Pasadena, with his 
wife, Ruth. They had three children, 
a daughter, Jean Trevathan, and 
two sons, Richard T., and John C. 
Jim was a member of a noted pio- 
neer family. His brother, Rodney, 
is currently Chairman of the Board 
of Lane-Wells Company, and is 
also a former comptroller of General 
Petroleum Corporation. A_ second 
brother, the late William Durkee 
will be remembered by oil men as 
a partner in the firm of Van Fleet 
& Durkee, which for a time became 
a sizable marketing outlet for Shell 
Oil Company. Another distin- 
guished member of the family is a 
nephew, S. H. Durkee, vice presi- 
dent and treasurer of Superior Oil 
Company. 

To all the relatives and friends.of 
Jim, the staff of California Oil 
World extends deepest sympathy. 





Loren L. Hillman announces the re- 
moval of the offices of Loren L. Hill- 
man, Inc., Hillcrest Oil Company, 
Thomas M. Milburn and John C. 
Holmes to 2975 Wilshire boulevard, 
Los Angeles 5. Telephone number is 
DUnkirk 1-1231. 
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One sure sign a boy is growing up is when he 
starts teaching his father something Dad has 
been doing for years. Driving, for example. 

Tommy is typical of many 16-year olds. It 
wasn’t too long ago that he occupied the family 
car only as a rider. Now, a few years later, he’s 
giving his Dad a few tips on driving —and he’s 
well qualified to do so, as his Safety-Economy 
Run Trophy testifies. 

The Safety-Economy Run is now a well- 
accepted event all over the West. Four years 
ago, though, it was unknown. In March 1953, 
General Petroleum saw the need for encourag- 
ing young people to test the knowledge they had 
learned in high school driver education courses. 
As a result, working with civic groups and as- 
sisted by law enforcement officers and school 
officials, General Petroleum played an impor- 


Dad gets a driving lesson... 





tant role in the organization of the first Safety- 
Economy Run in Santa Paula, California. This 
small-scale version of the famous Mobilgas 
Economy Run saw 28 teen-age drivers take 
family cars on a 120 mile run. 


Today, as thousands of high school students 
participate in their own local Runs, there’s evi- 
dence to show that these youngsters do know 
more about the art of safe and economical 
driving than some of their Dads. General 
Petroleum feels proud to have started these 
Safety-Economy Runs. It is another of the many 
efforts General Petroleum is making to benefit 
America’s younger citizens. 





GENERAL PETROLEUM CORPORATION 4 Socony Mobil Company 


2-559 


Hard to tell the artist from the roughnecks as Artist Paul Landacre does preliminary 
sketching at Brown-Drilling Co. site in Willows oil exploration area. Landacre is doing 
a series of wood engravings, depicting oil drilling. Left to right, Art Albiston, drilling 
superintendent; Walt B. Yocum, derrickman; Artist Landacre; John F. Smith, helper; 
Barney Hayes, catheadman; William Hollingsworth, helper and Keith Albiston, driller. 


1958-59 officers of the Los Angeles Desk and Derrick Club—left to right: seated: Vera 
Williams, Baker Oil Tools, Inc., 2nd vice president: Odette Coppock, Signal Oil and Gas 
Co., immediate past president; Lois Lewis, Independent Refiners Association, president: 
Frances King, Power Rig & Equipment Co., Ist vice president; Marian Kiger, Standard 
Oil Co. of Calif., corresponding secretary. Standing: Ruth Usher, Palmer Publications, 
director: Meitzie Palmer, Thornbury & Geis, director: Margaret Means, Southern Cali- 
fornia Gas Co., recording secretary; Isabelle Hill, Union Oil Co. of Calif., director; Ardath 
McKee, General Petroleum Corp., treasurer: Louise Schock, Shell Oil Co., director. 
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Lee & Moore 
Advance at Welex 


H. B. Lee was named vic 
dent in charge of operatio 
Clifford F. Moore was nan 
sistant treasurer of Welex, 
was announced by Ray O. § 
president of the Fort Wo: 
well service company. The a: »oint- 
ments were made at a mee’ ag of 
the company’s board of direc rs, 

Lee has been in oil field . 
work for the past 20 years 
for a four-year stretch in the 
Navy where he served as rads 
electronics officer. He was eradu- 
ated from the University of Colo- 
rado in 1937 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in electrical engineer- 
ing. He has been with Welex Ine. 
since October, 1957 and served as 
assistant operations manager and 
manager of the operations depart- 
ment before he assumed his new 
position. He is a member of the 
Society of Petroleum Engineers and 
an associate member of the Ameri- 
can Association of Petroleum Geo- 
logists. 

Moore has more than 17 years’ 
experience in oil field service and 
came to Welex, Inc. as chief ac- 
countant in October, 1957. He was 
graduated from Oklahoma A&M 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
accounting in 1940. 
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Dr. Tjeerd H. Van Andel was the 
guest speaker at the recent meeting 
of the Intermountain Association of 
Petroleum Geologists at Salt Lake 
City. Van Andel, who is a research 
geologist for the Scripps Institute of 
Oceanography at La Jolla, California, 
urged closer study of ancient basins 
and paleographic research into more 
recent basin sediments. 


Dowell, Inc., Dow Chemical sub- 
sidiary, oil industry servicing com- 
pany, has opened a new branch at 
Rock Springs, Wyoming, under the 
supervision of Earl J. Davis, district 
manager at Denver. 


Gordon Jackson, formerly vice pres- 
ident of Eastman Oil Well Surveys, is 
president of Well Completions, Inc., 
which has opened Los Angeles offices 
at 1316 Park Central Building. The 
company’s headquarters office is in 
Denver. 
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Larsc.. Made Tidewater 
Oil's Western 
Manufacturing Manager 

Oscar Larson has been promoted 
to manufacturing manager of Tide- 
water Oil Company’s 7 state and 
Hawaii western division, Thomas 
L. Wark, vice president and divis- 
jonal general manager, announced 
recently. 


Oscar Larson 


Larson succeeds Thomas O. Ed- 
wards who recently retired after 37 
years with the company. 

Larson started his career with 
Tidewater in 1923 as a pipefitter 
helper at the company’s Avon Re- 
finery near Martinez, Calif., and has 
held successive positions there as 
still foreman. SO: operator, Edel- 
eanu operator, foreman of these 
plants, superintendent of Tracts 1 
and 1-A, process superintendent, and 
assistant refinery manager. In 1955 
he was appointed manager of the 
114,000 barrel per day Avon Re- 
finery. 


He is a graduate of the University 
of Wyoming with a B.S. degree 
and a member of the Martinez 
(Calif.). Rotary Club. He has been 
a trustee of the Mt. Diablo (Calif.) 
Unified School District since 1949 
and is presently chairman of its 
board of education. During World 
Wer I he served two years in the 
Fieid Artillery. 


“arson and his wife live at 1192 
Ri'ge Park Drive, Concord, Cali- 
foria. 


SECOND ISSUE, MAY, 1958 


Barrett Appointed Head of 
New Foster & Kleiser 
Southern California Division 

Establishment of a new Southern 
California Division of Foster and 
Kleiser Company, a division of W. 
R. Grace & Co., and the appoint- 
ment of Ross Barrett of Los Ange- 
les as vice president and general 
manager of the newly created di- 
vision, was announced by L. H. 
Odell, president. 


Ross Barrett 


In describing the new post, Mr. 
Odell explained that it was set up 
to provide centralized executive 
management for Foster and 
Kleiser’s entire operations in the 
Southern California area, which ac- 
counts for more than 40% of the 
Company’s total volume in the states 
of California, Arizona, Oregon and 
Washington. 

Mr. Barrett has been prominent 
in the advertising and public rela- 
tions professions in this area since 
coming to Los Angeles in 1946. 
Before joining Foster and Kleiser 
he was vice president in charge of 
public relations and market develop- 
ment for the Byron Jackson Divis- 
ion of Borg-Warner Corporation. 
Prior to that he was associated with 
Foreman & Clark, Inc., west coast 
clothing chain, as vice president and 
advertising director. 

Mr. Barrett is currently a member 
of the board of directors of the Los 
Angeles Times Boys Club, Junior 
Achievement of Los Angeles and 
the Navy League of Los Angeles. 
He has been an active leader in 


numerous other charitable projects. 

During the early days of World 
War II, Mr. Barrett went to Wash- 
ington, D.C. as assistant director of 
press, radio and advertising for the 
National War Bond campaigns. In 
1943 he became a naval officer and 
was assigned special duty in the 
office of Secretary of the Navy 
James Forrestal. 


NEW BROWN DRILLING OFFICERS— 
Robert C. Sharp, left, has been appointed 
vice-president of International Brown Drill- 
ing Company, and D. J. Tucker, right, as 
treasurer of Brown Drilling Company, it 
was announced by Arthur J. Heiser, vice- 
president in charge of Brown Drilling Com- 
pany, Long Beach, Calif. 





W. T. Corsette Now 
Chief Engineer 


W. T. Corsette, has been named 
Chief Engineer of Devex Engineer- 
ing Company, a product develop- 
ment and experimental engineering 
organization, located in Downey, 
Calif. according to E. R. (Pop) 
Atkins, Sales Manager. 

Corsette has previously been a 
consultant with Devex. He will now 
devote full time to customer prob- 
lems relating to hydraulics, fuel 
piping and handling, as well as sub- 
surface oil tools of all types. The 
staff of consultants in other 
branches of engineering that have 
been associated with Devex will 
continue to be available. 


J. Earle Gray has been assigned to 
full-time duties as manager of foreign 
operations of Tidewater Oil Company, 
it was announced by George F. Getty 
II, Tidewater president. 

Until recently Gray supervised for- 
eign exploration and production opera- 
tions in addition to his responsibilities 
as assistant general manager of the 
company’s western division. 

Tidewater’s foreign oil exploration 
or production interests at present in- 
clude Canada, Guatemala, Iran, Pak- 
istan, Paraguay and Turkey. 
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Castaic Wildcat 
Starting Ready 

McCulloch Oil Exploration Com- 
pany is all set to drill NCS No. 2 
wildcat test on Section 25-4n-17w, 
one-half mile southwest of Castaic 
Junction field and three-quarters of 
a mile northeast of the Newhall- 
Potrero field. Target depth is 12,500 
feet. Contract has been assigned to 
Camay Drilling Company. H. L. 
Shepard & Sons is in charge of en- 
gineering. 


Elizabeth Canyon 
Wildcat Inactive 

North Star Mining & Develop- 
ment Company and Seattle-Toledo 
Ohio Oil Company just now are idle 
at 2516 feet with North Star-Lyons 


Des 


No. 1 wildcat venture on Section 
7-5n-l6w in the Elizabeth Canyon 
area of Los Angeles County. 


Sesnon Interests 
Drilling Two Wells 

In the Granada Hills in Los An- 
geles County, Porter Sesnon et al is 
drilling at 3900 feet with Orchard 
No. 38-10 wildcat test on Section 
10-2n-l6w. At Aliso Canyon, Ses- 
non’s Limekiln No. 5 project on Sec- 
tion 33-3n-l6w is drilling at 4075 
feet. Meantime, location has been 
staked for Limekiln No. 6 on Sec- 
tion 33. 


Chino-Mahala 
Wildcat Digs 


Drilling at last reports was pro- 
ceeding below 1700 feet with Scott 





ical cost. 





JEL-OIL EMULSION MUD 


The steady improvement of Jel-Oil Emulsion 
Mud aften ten years of service to the industry 
has made it a dependable and economical 
drilling fluid for drilling all types of oil wells. 
Satisfactory gel strengths, viscosities and low 
filter losses are maintained at a very econom- 





BROWN MUD COMPANY 


MAGCOBAR DEALER 


WILLIAMS 
Phone 3101 


VENTURA 
Miller 3-8168 


ORegon 8-4158 


BAKERSFIELD 
FAirview 2-6410 


TORRANCE 


& Hendrickson’s Scott & He:der- 
son-Langstaff No. 1 explorer o:. Sec- 
tion 13-3s-8w in the Chino-M ahala 
area in San Bernardino County. In 
the Dead Mountain area, Flamingo 
Oil Company’s Flamingo No. | wild- 
cat venture on Section 18-1(0n-2le 
is temporarily idle around 3000 feet. 


Delta Gas 
Test Digs 

General Petroleum Corporation’s 
designated Midland sand test in the 
Delta area of Contra Costa County 
is making hole ahead near 2500 feet. 
The well, Delta Unit One No. 1 is 
on projected Section 7-2n-4e. 


Rio: Bravo Unit 
Agreement Formed 

Superior Oil Company and Union 
Oil Company, which some weeks 
ago formed a shallow sand unit 
agreement in the Rio Bravo field, 
probably will start drilling the first 
well in the program in the near fu- 
ture. Superior, holding 43.35 per 
cent interest, will be the actual op- 
erator. Union is represented by the 
remaining 56.65 per cent interest. 
The new drilling came about as a 
means of developing gas sands, 
which were more or less ignored in 
the primary development of deep oil 
zones. Location of the first well will 
be on the southwest quarter of the 
southeast quarter of Section 27-28s- 
25e. Other wells will follow in due 
course. 


North Piru Scene Of 
New Exploration Soon 

Condor Petroleum Company of 
Pocatello, Idaho, has programmed a 
brace of drilling jobs about seven 
miles north of Piru in Ventura 
County. The first well will be in the 
southwest quarter of the northwest 
quarter of Section 13-5n-19w and 
the second in the southwest quarter 
of the northwest quarter of Sec- 
tion 11. 
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La Honda Well 
Goes on Pump 

Trausierra Exploration Com- 
pany’: Muller No. 2 on Section 17- 
75-4w in the La Hondo area in San 
Matec County is on the pump for 
40 barrels of clean 32 gravity oil a 
day. The discovery well is located 
approximately 1500 feet south of 
La Honda wells, but officially is de- 
scribed as on a separate structure. 
Drilled to a total depth of 2334 feet, 
the well is perforated at 2298-2306 
feet in the Muller oil sand zone. The 
project earlier and on two occasions 
was reported flowing by heads, but 
this state of affairs evidently was 
not sustained and the pump was 
called for. The 100-acre block is held 
jointly by Transierra and United 
Cuban Oil Company. Other drilling 
jobs are planned. 


San Emidio 
Test Digs 

In the San Emidio sector of Kern 
County, Richfield Oil Corporation’s 
KCL-H No. 34-9 deep test on Sec- 
tion 9-11n-21w is drilling near 12,000 
feet toward the objective Stevens 
sand. The target is expected below 
13,000 feet and maybe as deep as 
14,000 feet. Richfield last January 
abandoned KCL-No. 33-15 on Sec- 
tion 15-11n-21w at 14,470 feet or one 
mile southeast of the current wild- 
cat. 


Dominguez Test 
Highly Interesting 

Texam Oil Corporation and Ange- 
lus Oil Company, Inc., will drill 
Texam-Angelus-Childs No. 1A on 
Section 34-3s-13w and near the 
northwest corner of Victoria street 
and Wilmington avenue in the 
Dominguez area. The drilling job 
shapes up as one of the first of a 
series of tests to be drilled on an 
island located some 500 feet to 700 
feet east from the corner of the two 
streets. Angelus Oil was represented 
by Allen Guiberson in a recent mer- 
ger with Texam Oil. The latter, 
which was represented by Herbert 
B. Seeley. The deal included six 
key areas of leased lands in the Los 
Angeles Basin. 


West Bellevue 
Well Off Board 

‘)rilling has come to a total depth 
of 3043 feet with Hammerslough et 
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al, Fisher & Wosk well, which was 
drilled by Verde Enterprises as op- 
erator for the Mariposa Company in 
the West Bellevue area of Kern 
County. The well, a southeasterly 
offset to production on Section 32- 
29s-26e, was checked with electric 
log and sidewall samples. 


Tejon Well 
On Production 


British American Oil Producing 
Company’s Tejon T-No. 3 on Sec- 
tion 6-10n-19w in the Tejon field is 
in at 5413 feet for an initial flow of 
220 barrels of net oil a day from a 
12/14-inch bean, along with 70,000 
cubic feet of gas a day. Interval 
open is 5295-5413 feet, with top B-2 
sand at 5350 feet. 


Cat Canyon 
Redrill Set 


Douglas Oil Company of Califor- 
nia is centering attention on whip- 
stocking and redrilling Porter No. 
82-23 well on Section 23-9n-33w in 
the Cat Canyon field in Santa Bar- 
bara County. The well is down 5700 
feet and it will be redrilled from 
2300 feet. 


Signal Drilling 
Arvin Wildcat Test 

Signal Oil and Gas Company is at 
a relatively shallow stage with its 
Signal-Mitchell No. 11X wildcat test 
on Section 3-32s-29e in the Arvin 
sector of Kern County. Location is 
on a 430-acre farmout from Fergu- 
son & Bosworth, with the well 
scheduled to penetrate some 13,000 
feet. 


Santos Creek 
Wildcat Quits 

Intex Oil Company has given up 
its Eccleston-Prahser USL No. 1 
wildcat on Section 4-29s-20e at San- 
tos Creek in Kern County. The well 
was originally abandoned in 1951 
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at 1890 feet and on the recent return 
visit was deepened to an unproduc- 
tive 3425 feet. 


Flournoy Test 
Gets In Motion 

Frank Goldman of Bakersfield is 
moving ahead with Kittredge No. 1 
wildcat test on Section 31-25n-5w 
at Flournoy in Tehama County. The 
drill site falls about 17 miles west of 
Corning gas production and one- 
half mile due north of an unsuccess- 
ful test sponsored by Marker Drill- 
ing Company in 1935 to 4424 feet. 
The project of yesteryear was cred- 
ited with oil and gas showings near 
3000 feet. 


Willows-Beehive 
Adds Big Producer 

Flowing initially at the daily rate 
of 22,100,000 cubic feet of natural 
gas, General Petroleum Corporation 
has recompleted its Hill-Elvidge No. 
1A well on Section 9-19n-2w in the . 
Willows-Beehive Bend field in 
Glenn County. Drilled originally in 
1951 to 3850 feet, General Petroleum 
on the recompletion gave the final 
touch to the well in the intervals 
of 2291-3000 and 3003-3040 feet. The 
initial output was established 
through the casing with a 74/64- 
inch orifice. Big gas producers are 
not new to General Petroleum. Last 
February in the same field it recom- 
pleted another well for 21,300,000 
daily through a choke of the same 
dimensions. Back in June, the com- 
pany completed a well for 36,880,000 
cubic feet a day from two intervals 
in the Cretaceous. 


Half Moon Bay 
Oil Hunt Fails 

Cann & Wallis has abandoned at 
2591 feet its Elkus No. 3 test on Sec- 
tion 15-6s-5 win the Half Moon Bay 
area in San Mateo County. This is 
the third explorer to be abandoned 
by the same operating interests. 
Elkus No. 2 was abandoned at 2457 
feet. Showings of oil and gas were 
credited to the venture, but no tests 
were run. The rig was then skidded 
several hundred feet and Elkus No. 
3 was put down. 


North Tejon 
Test Staked 

Reserve Oil and Gas Company has 
made location for an extension test 
well located about a half-mile south 
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of existing production in the North 
Tejon field. The new project, RST 
No. 385-19 on Section 19-11n-19w, is 
on acreage of the Tejon Ranch Com- 
pany. Sunray-Mid Continent Oil 
Company holds interest in the play. 
At this writing there are five rigs 
drilling in the North Tejon field, 
which was discovered 18 months ago 
by Reserve. 


East Gosford Area 
Adds New Drilling 

Hancock Oil Company is ready to 
drill KCL No. 14-13 well on Section 
13-30s-26e, north of the East Gos- 
ford field in Kern County. Target 
depth will be about 9800 feet for a 
test of the Lower Stevens sand. The 
drill site is a halfmile northwest of 
the closest previously established 
well in the Lower Stevens pool, 
which was opened last October by 
Universal Consolidated Oil Com- 
pany. 
Mount Poso 
Well Quits 

Harry H. Magee, Operator, has 
abandoned Glide No. C-1 test on 
Section 15-27s-28e in the Mount 
Poso area at a total depth of 2015 
feet. The operator is under way with 
another shallow well on the lease, 
Glide No. 27-1 on Section 27-27s- 
28e. Trico Oil & Gas Company has 
completed Glide No. 15-15 well on 
Section 15 for a last reported output 
of 15 barrels of 15.6 gravity oil a day 
cutting 90 per cent. Total depth is 
1600 feet, with top Vedder at 1541 
feet. Shell Oil Company and Ring 
Oil Company are currently drilling 
in the field. 


McDonald Anticline 
Wildcat Abandoned 

Having drilled to a total depth of 
3425 feet without visible encourage- 
ment, Intex Oil Company has pulled 
out of its Intex-E.P. USL No. 1 
wildcat test on Section 4-29s-20e in 
the McDonald Anticline area in 
Kern County. In the Tapia Canyon 
field in Los Angeles County, Intex 
has placed on the pump its Hartje 
No. 3 well on Section 31-5n-l6w at 
a plugged depth of 1087 feet. Total 
depth of the well is 1143 feet. 


Paradox Basin 


Test Costs Shared 
Carter ‘Oil Company and Ten- 
nessee Transmission Company are 
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sharing costs associated with a third 
wildcat test they are drilling on the 
Nequoia Arch unit in the north- 
western portion of the Paradox 
Basin, eastern Wayne County, Utah. 
Designated as a 6700-foot test to the 
Mississippian formation, Nequoia 
Arch Unit No. 3, lies on Section 26- 
26s-14e and about 40 miles west of 
Moab, Utah, close to the Emery and 
Wayne County line. It is situated 
four miles northeast of Carter’s 
Nequoia Arch Unit No. 1, which 
was abandoned in 1956 at a depth 
of 5491 feet. Location is nine miles 
north of Carter’s No. 2 unit, an 
abandonment in 1956 at 5534 feet. 
The wildcat test probably will cost 
upward of $200,000. 


Apache County Gas 
Discovery Reported 

Information is more or less an 
operating secret, but rumors persist 
that Superior Oil Company has 
scored with some sort of a gas dis- 
covery with Navajo No. 1-H explor- 
ation well, four miles northwest of 
Bita Peak in Apache County, Ari- 
zona. The well, on Section 16-41n- 
30e, is bottomed at 6787 feet. 


Four Corners 
Still Zooming 

“America’s largest oil field, and 
possibly the world’s, is lying in Ari- 
zona’s backyard, but because of in- 
adequate roads three other states are 
getting the gravy. 

“The Four Corners, the only point 
in the nation common to four states 
—Arizona, Utah, Colorado and New 
Mexico—is the hub of a mushroom- 
ing activity that promises untold 
wealth for those able to get it. 

“Oil, uranium, vanadium, natural 
gas, coal and lumber make this area, 
the center of which is a little more 
than 300 miles from Phoenix, one of 
the richest in the United States.” 

This pertinent comment is con- 
tained in the Phoenix Action, a 
monthly publication of the city’s 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The civic monthly points out that 
although the Paradox and San Juan 
Basins in Utah and Colorado are 
the biggest oil finds so far, petro- 
leum organizations are directing at- 
tention south through Navajo coun- 
try to the Hopi Reservation, which 
lies entirely in Arizona. 

Touching upon the present pauci- 


ty of roads, the Chamber « 
merce explains that the only 
getting from Phoenix into t 
Corners via paved highwa; 
circuitous route of travelli: 
to New Mexico, north to C 
west to Utah, and then south 
zona. 
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However, members of th: Con. 
gress, civic and business lea: ers jn 
Arizona and other Four Corners 
states have taken steps to iomedy 
the highway situation in Arizona, it 
is indicated. 


Saugus Well 
Pump Installed 


Edward Lustgarten’s Lucky 
Lusty No. 1 well on Section 14-4n- 
l6w in the Saugus area is getting 
about 75 barrels of clean 40 gravity 
oil on the pump from selectively 
perforated intervals at 2344-2450 
feet, George C. Atha, geologist and 
engineer reported. Atha and Burt 
Brunwin, widely known oil men, 
and George Quick, former Union Oil 
Company geologist, combined with 
Lustgarten to complete the first pro- 
ducer in Bouquet Canyon in the 
Saugus area. Observers have 
pointed out that this high gravity 
well appears to refute a long-stand- 
ing “horseback” theory that the area 
afforded no oil prospects north of 
the San Gabriel fault, Lustgarten is 
understood planning a second well. 


Doheny Plans 
Helm Drilling 

Patrick A. Doheny is on the way 
toward spudding-in Yparrea No. 12 
on Section 23-17s-18e or a quarter- 
mile west of his Yparrea No. 32, 
which was completed last January 
for 130 barrels a day from 6950- 
6956 feet. 


New B and W Price List 

A complete product line new 
PRICE LIST, effective May i, 1958, 
is offered by B and W Incorporated, 
specialists in primary cementing 
tools. Substantial reductions are re- 
flected in popular scratchers and ce- 
tralizers, and B and W’s new sales 
policy provides Stop Collars and 
Friction-Lock Clamps at lowest cost 
when ordered with their cementing 
tools. Write Box 5266, Houston 12, 
Texas, for your copy of this B and 
W PRICE LIST. 
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Fruitvale Wildcat 
Locaiion Staked 

Coast Exploration Company has 
staked location for Capital No. 63X 
on Section 20-29s-27e in the Fruit- 
vale sector of Kern County. The 
drill site is west and southeast of 
Fruitvale production and about 700 
feet northeast of Union Oil’s KCL 
No. 65-20, which was abandoned last 
April after going to a total depth of 
4959 feet. 


Point Conception 
Core Hole Planned 

Humble Oil & Refining Company 
is ready to drill No. 1 core hole on 
Section 8-4n-34w at Point Concep- 
tion in Santa Barbara County. Five 
miles west of Pyramid Hills produc- 
tion in Kings County, Humble’s 
Avenal Land & Oil Co. No. 3 has 
been given up at 4200 feet in Section 
16-24s-17e. This was primarily a 
stratigraphic test. 


Reserve Set To 
Spud Oxnard Test 

Reserve Oil and Gas Company is 
all set and ready to drill Shumate- 
Bandini No. 1 wildcat test on Sec- 
tion 28-2n-2lw, one and one-half 
miles northeast’ of Oxnard field 
production in Ventura County. The 
well will be taken 7500 feet or 
thereabouts. 


Shell Adds 
Saticoy Well 

Shell Oil Company’s Ventura 
County production has been in- 
creased by the completion of Ed- 
wards No. 20 at Saticoy for 110 
barrels of oil a day from a plugged 
depth of 7600 feet. Located on Sec- 
tion 31-3n-2lw, the well was drilled 
to original bottom of 8420 feet. In- 
tervals perforated are between 7496 
and 7573 feet. 


Yuma Deeping 
Job On Calendar 

Gila Valley Oil & Gas Company 
is reported planning to deepen its 
Kamroth No. 1 wildcat well on Sec- 
tion 15-8s-22w in the Yuma area, 
Yuma County, Arizona. Present 
total depth of the venture is 2006 
feet, with plug at 1238 feet. In the 
Yampai in Coconino County, Ray 
Terry Oil Company’s Government 
No. 1 on Section 34-25n-8w was last 
reported drilling around 1500 feet. 
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Continental-Emsco Sells 
Rig to Societe COFOR 

The Societe Nationale de Material 
pour la Recherche et 1|’Exploitation 
du Petrole, a subsidiary of the 
French Oil Prospecting Companies, 
has built and sold the first drilling 
rig under a license agreement with 
Continental-Emsco Company. Sold 
to the Societe COFOR, the drilling 
rig is a Continental-Emsco Model 
GB-250. 


Sold to the Societe COFOR, this is the first 
drilling rig built by S. N. MAREP under a 
license agreement with Continental-Emsco. 

S. N. MAREP was established in 
1945 as a subsidiary of the French 
Oil Prospecting Companies to manu- 
facture and supply oil field equip- 
ment in France. Since its inception, 
S. N. MAREP has successfully 
manufactured for the French mar- 
ket such products as slush pumps, 
drill collars, diesel engines, genera- 
tors, unitized pumps, bits and pump- 
ing units. 

The license agreement with Con- 
tinental-Emsco was established ap- 
proximately a year ago and the 
GB-250 is the first rig to be built 
under this agreement. The Conti- 
nental-Emsco GB-250 has a nomi- 
nal input horsepower of 300 and a 
drilling depth range of 3500’ to 
5500’ with 414” drill pipe. The 
French built drilling rig is powered 
by two 150 horsepower Dieselair 
engines and has an independent 
unitized pump made up of one 500 
HP S. N. MAREP Pump driven 
by one M.G.O. Model V-12-S en- 
gine with torque converter. 

The rig was purchased by the 


Societe COFOR and is scheduled 
to start drilling for the Compagnie 
Francaise de Normandie on location 
near Compiegne. The rig was ac- 
cepted by COFOR’s president, Mon- 
sieur Laborde, and Monsieur Bullot, 
General Manager of the Societe 
COFOR. 

In addition to the GB-250, S. N. 
MAREP plans in the near future 
to manufacture a complete line of 
oil field drilling rigs of Continental- 
Emsco design with special emphasis 


on the A-800. 


New Holding Device 
Costs Less Than Welding 


A new holding device to secure 
scratchers and centralizers for ce- 
menting purposes has been an- 
nounced by B and W Incorporated. 
The B and W Friction-Lock Clamp 
is easily installed with a power im- 
pact or rachet wrench and has great- 
er resistance to thrust than lugs at- 
tached by average oil field welding. 





holding device to secure scratchers and 
centralizers for cementing purposes. 


It further eliminates the injurious 
effects caused by welding on alloy 
casing, such as damage from under- 
cutting, hard spots, and electrolytic 
corrosion. Friction-Lock Clamps are 
offered at lowest cost and also with 
delivery and field service when or- 
dered with B and W Scratchers or 
Centralizers, and result in a substan- 
tial saving over securing cementing 
tools by welding. Write for com- 
plete information to B and W In- 
corporated, Box 5266, Houston 12, 
Texas. 


Doug Graham of Long Beach, 
veteran California producer and con- 
tract driller, is in Khartoum, north 
Africa, looking over prospective oil 
land in that far away place. 
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“Your wife used to be so nervous, 
but now she doesn’t seem to show a 
sign of it. What happened?” 

“It was easy. The doctor simply 
told her that nervousness was a sign 
of old age.” 


Driver—“What mileage do you 
think I get from this car?” 

Passenger—“ Half.” 

Driver—“Half—What do you 
mean?” 

Passenger—‘“Half of what you are 
going to tell me you get.” 


A man walked into the village 
grocery store and furtively asked 
to buy all overripe vegetables and 
aged eggs. The clerk eyed him with 
a twinkle and declared: 

“You must be going to the 
theater tonight to see that new 
comedian.” 


“Sh-h-no so loud,” whispered the 
man. “I AM that new comedian.” 


A lady sent a playpen to a friend, 
on the arrival of her fifth child. 
“Thank you so much for the pen,” 
the friend wrote back. “It’s really 
wonderful. I sit in it every after- 
noon and read, and the kids can’t 
get near me.” 


Pedestrian—‘What’s the matter 
with you? Is that horn broken?” 

Motorist—“No, it’s indifferent.” 

Pedestrian—“Indifferent! What 
does that mean?” 

Motorist—‘It just doesn’t give a 
hoot.” 


Billy, the minister’s young son 
was so naughty the day before the 
church picnic that his mother de- 
cided to punish him severely by mak- 
ing him stay home from the picnic. 

The next morning, however, she 
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relented, and told Billy he coi :d ac- 
company the rest of the family after 
all. 

To her amazement, Billy received 
the good news glumly. 

“What’s the matter, Billy?” she 
asked. “Don’t you want to go to 
the picnic?” 

“It’s too late,” Billy replied bit- 
terly. “I’ve already prayed for rain.” 


Uncle Ezra was making his first 
visit to the West Coast. His rela- 
tives, eager to impress him with the 
wonders of their adopted home, 
drove here and there, pointing out 
places of interest. “There,” they as- 
sured him, “is a wonderful view of 
the mountains, but the fog hides 
‘em today. And from right here, you 
get a wonderful view of the bay—on 
clear days.” 


After a couple of hours, Uncle 
Ezra remarked dryly: “Mebbe we 
ain’t got so much scenery back in 
Nebraska, but, by golly, you can 
ace it.” 


The gold digger had brought out 
her last winter’s coat and was gaz- 
ing at it disconsolately, surveying 
the big gashes in the lining, and the 
other places in need of repairs. 

“Gosh, wonder what I’ll have to 
do for this fur coat,” she remarked 
to her roommate. 

“Holy moses!” gasped the other, 
“ain’t you done it yet!” 


One day during a war, a tall, 
strong and handsome Roman sol- 
dier broke into a house where he 
found two luscious maidens and 
their matronly nurse. 

Chuckling with glee, he roared, 
“Prepare thyselves for a conquest, 
my pretties.” 

The lovely girls fell to their knees 
and pleaded with him, “Do with us 
as thou wilt, O Roman, but spare 
our faithful old nurse.” 

“Shut thy mouth,” snapped the 
nurse. “War is war.” 
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Logging accuracy 
you can rely on... 


THIN SANDS ACCURATELY LOCATED 
BY McCULLOUGH LOG FOR 400 B/D* 


An electric log, run in this shallow Illinois oil well, proved of no 
value to the operator. Log curves were not detailed—thin sands 
were missed entirely. 

McCullough’s Radiation Well Logger was run, obtaining simul- 
taneous Gamma Ray-Neutron Curves and a Collar Log. Thin sands 
were easily located from the detailed log. Correlation with core 
data was exact. 

From precise logging depth measurements, the well was per- 
forated with 54 shots—16 Ogival Bullets by an M-3 Gun and 38 
Standard Casing Glass Jets. 

Initial production was over 400 B/D—a fine well for the field. 
Rig time on the job was nine hours. Operator was very pleased 
with the accuracy and efficiency of McCullough operations. 


MCullough 


® 


RADIATION WELL LOGGING 


with Scintillation Detector 


U. S. Patents 2,686,266; 2,686,268; others pending. 
Patented in Great Britain, Australia, Venezuela, Mexico, Brazil; others pending. 


originator of 


Here’s logging accuracy you can rely upon with confidence. 

McCullough’s Gamma Ray and Neutron Curves, recorded 
simultaneously with a Collar Log, give you clear, reliable 
formation information— precisely measure and define 
productive zones, thick or thin—assure you of more 
accurate quantitative analysis—correlate better with cores 
and electric logs. 

And, when you perforate by McCullough’s down-hole 
logging measurements, you’re sure of “‘putting the shots 
where they count” with pin-point accuracy —fully and 
uniformly covering the pay zones; no more, no less. 

For a better oil well, always log and perforate with 
McCullough. 


Mr Callough 


TOOL COMPANY 
wr ANYWHERE 


* The job described above is certified to be a true field report of service rendered. 





It “threads 


In hard or soft formations, successful side-wall cor- 
ing operations can be performed with the Schlumberger 
Side-Wall Coring Instrument. Up to 30 cores (large 
enough for a complete core analysis) can be obtained 
on one trip in the hole. 

Pin-point accuracy is assured since cores are obtained 
at exactly the desired depth by using the S.P. Curve as 
a direct reference. 

The Schlumberger Side-Wall Coring Instrument is 
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the needle’ at any depth 


simple, it’s safe, it’s proved by thousands of runs to 
be fast and dependable. Also to your advantage, a 
Schlumberger coring operation costs much less than 
conventional, wire line or diamond cores taken at the 
same depths. 

Ask your Schlumberger representative to advise you 
how Schlumberger Side-Wall Cores can help reduce 
costs, and give a better, faster look at production 
possibilities. 
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Oil INDUSTRY 


SCHLUMBERGER 











